Writing an Editorial
Journalism

Recently, we talked about several different types of editorials and the structure that all editorials should have to persuade or inform people about the subject you are writing about.   You will create your own editorial that attempts to either argue/persuade the readers to do or believe something, interpret something for the readers that they might not understand, praise something or someone of importance, or entertain readers with a sarcastic or humorous topic.  

· Each editorial should be between 200-250 words (3/4 to 1 page typed and double spaced in Times New Roman font).

· Each editorial should fall into one of the four categories above (look in your notes if you don’t remember what the differences are)

· Each editorial should have an introduction, body, solution, and conclusion.  

· Remember that as you write you need to present the opposition’s arguments (if you are persuading) and refute (argue against) them.  

· You may need to find research, facts, or statistics to strengthen your arguments.  You do not need to cite this information like a research paper, but be sure it is accurate. 

You will be graded based on the rubric below and scored out of 40 points.  

	Trait/Score
	Acceptable (1 pt)
	Competent (3 pts)
	Exemplary (5 pts) 

	Lead
	Makes an attempt at engaging the reader; evokes some curiosity; is relevant to the story
	Makes the reader want to read on; includes appropriate detail and description; flows easily into the story
	Captivates the reader's interest; developed with rich description of place and character; engaging narrative; flows seamlessly into the story

	General level of writing
	Story is readable and flows naturally; transitions between sources and ideas are evident; few grammatical errors
	Writing is fluent; transitions are effective; detail and description enhance the story; journalistic conventions are evident; no grammatical errors
	Entire story is engaging, easy to read, detailed, and interesting; quotes and descriptions are woven into the narrative; strong sense of journalistic style; no grammatical errors

	Depth of information
	 

All of the important questions are answered clearly
	 

The story goes beyond what the reader expects in terms of information and background
	The reader is left with no unanswered questions; the story goes beyond what the reader expects in terms of information and background; the story is instructive in its depth

	General level of organization
	 

All ideas flow together easily
	 

Evidence of an organizational scheme or pattern; ideas are presented in a logical pattern
	All ideas flow together seamlessly; obvious organizational scheme or pattern; readers questions are answered as they would naturally occur; strong sense that the author has anticipated the reader's needs.


