Journalism Notes #3 Writing Editorials 

*
What is an Editorial?



An Editorial is usually written by the editor or one of the writers on his or her behalf and 


it represents the views of the newspaper/author. 

*
Editorial stories have:



A.








B.








C.








D.






 

E.
An objective explanation of the issue, especially complex issues. 



F.
A timely news angle.  Something that is relevant to modern day. 


G.
Opinions from the opposing viewpoint that refute directly the same issues the 



writer addresses. 



H.
Good editorials engage issues, not personalities and refrain from name-calling or 


other petty tactics of persuasion. 



I.








      



Anyone can gripe about a problem, but a good editorial should take a proactive 



approach to making the situation better by using constructive criticism and 



giving solutions. 



J.










*
Four Types of Editorials


A.
Editorials 







take a 


firm stand on a problem or condition. They attempt to persuade the reader to think the 


same way. This editorial often proposes a solution or advises taking some definite action.


B.
Editorials 







attempt 


to explain the meaning or significance of a situation or news event. There is a wide 


variety of editorials in this category, ranging from those which provide background 


information to those which identify issues.


C.
Editorials 







 praise a 


person or an activity.


D.
Editorials 





have two categories. One 


is the short humorous treatment of a light topic. The second is a slightly satirical 



treatment of a serious subject. (Satire is the use of sarcasm or keen wit to denounce 


abuses or follies. While it ridicules or makes fun of a subject with the intent of improving 

it.) 

*
Structure of an Editorial


Editorials are written according to a well-established formula.


A.






 - state the problem 


B.






- expresses an opinion 


C.






- offers a solution to the problem 


D.






- emphasizes the main issue

*
Here are some additional tips on structuring your opinion story.


A.
Lead with an 







of the 


Issue/Controversy. Include the five W's and the H. Pull in facts and quotations from 


sources which are relevant.


B.
Present 







. As the writer 


you disagree with these viewpoints. Identify the people (specifically who oppose you). 


Use facts and quotations to state objectively their opinions. Give a strong position of the 


opposition. You gain nothing in refuting a weak position.


C.
Directly 







. You can begin 


your article with transition. Pull in other facts and quotations from people who support 


your position. Concede a valid point of the opposition which will make you appear 


rational, one who has considered all the options.


D.
Give 







. In defense of 


your position, give reasons from strong to strongest order. Use a literary or cultural 


allusion that lends to your credibility and perceived intelligence.


E.
Conclude with 







or 


challenge the reader to be informed.

*
Other Suggestions for how to write an opinion piece


A.
Think of an opinion piece as a persuasive essay: the writer has an opinion or a point of 


view on an issue and he or she wants to convince the reader to agree. This is not as easy 


as it may seem.


B.
You must research your topic and find out what’s happening and what went on in the 


past. 


C.
You must know the facts and be able to refer to them in your argument. 


D.
Pretend you are a lawyer and you are making a case before a jury. You will want to 


convince the members of the jury to believe that your client is right . Therefore you need 


to present as much evidence as you can that proves the point.

