Writing a Review
· A review is a critical opinion (good or bad) about an item

· A review makes an argument

· To make a good review yours should be commentary rather than summary

Steps to Writing a Review
1.
Your review should contain some summary about your topic (not to exceed ¼ of 
the total length)

2.
Give a critical assessment for the topic including:



A.
Your reactions



B.
What strikes you as noteworthy?



C.
Whether the piece was effective

3.
Give the reader an assessment as to whether you recommend this piece or not

What to Look for Before Writing a Review

1.
Decide what the main point of your topic is.  If you’re writing about a movie 
decide what purpose it serves (is it meant to teach a lesson, is it for entertainment 
purposes only, is it trying to persuade you).  If you’re writing about a CD or song, 
decide how it is unique and different (why would someone be interested in this 
CD/song over something else, what does this group do that is particularly 
noteworthy).

2.
If this person/group, etc. has produced other things before, how does it compare 
with them? If you’re reviewing the latest CD by your favorite band, how is it the 
same/different from the group’s earlier albums? What makes this item interesting 
and unique? 

3.
Is this item something that people will be interested in reading?  Don’t choose a 
movie that was made in 1990 and don’t choose a CD that released in 2000.  
Choose something that is current and that people may not know a lot about. 

Writing the Review

Introduction



1. 
Give the name of the item you’re reviewing and who 




produced/published it



2.
Give relevant details about who published/produced the item, 



especially when that person’s life is important to the item itself



3.
Give your item a context:  where does it fit into the bigger picture 



of your topic? (Is it a group’s first CD?  Is it an actor’s fifth 



movie?  Is it part of a series?  Is it a singer’s twentieth album?)



4.
Briefly state your opinion on the item (what will you be trying to 



convince your readers of through your piece)

Summary of Item


1.
Summarize your item.  If it is a book or movie, give a brief plot 



synopsis.  If it is a CD, briefly discuss the type of music, band, etc. 


Analysis of Item


1.
This should be the longest section of your article. 



2.
Evaluate the item:  decide what you like and didn’t like about it.  



Decide what is interesting or predictable about it. Give specific 



examples (in this song the lead singer’s vocals were a bit scratchy, 



or this movie is a poor knock-off of The Taming of the Shrew). 



3.
Compare the book/song/CD to other items:  discuss how the 



song/CD compares to other works by this band.  Discuss how this 



book is similar/different to the last book this author wrote. 



4.
Analyze the item:  decide how the band put the songs on the CD 



and why they might have chosen that order. Did the movie follow 



a predictable story line, or were you on the edge of your seat trying 


to figure out what happened next? 


5.
Be original:  it will be helpful for your reader to have specific 



examples of things, but don’t let them bog down your article.  This 


should be mostly about your opinion of the item. 


Conclusion


1.
Sum up your main point in your article.  



2.
Tell the reader whether they should or should not experience your 



item and what they should expect if they do.

