Writing What You Know

Journalism

The easiest, and usually the best articles, are ones where you know something about the topic.  These topics can be anything from you favorite music group, to your opinion on a topic, to information about an issue that is important to you.   For this article, it doesn’t matter what it is.  You will determine a topic (chose something that interests you) and write an article appropriate for publication on the topic of your choice.  

You will probably need to do some research for your article.  Although it doesn’t need to be cited like a research paper, your information must be accurate and original.  You can summarize information without plagiarizing it.  Remember, unless you directly quote something, your article should not contain the exact sentences as your sources.  
I will give you a disk to save your articles on, so you do not have to print out a rough draft to have someone read it.  Instead, you can have someone read the article from the disk and write the suggestions on the paper.  

Each article should be between 200-250 words (3/4 to 1 page typed and double spaced in Times New Roman font).  If you’re afraid of not being able to make the length requirement, be sure you chose something that you will be familiar with.  
Suggestions:
· Choose something that you are interested in since it will be easier to write the article about something you like. 

· Think about what would make someone else want to read this article.  Try not to include information everyone knows.  Rather, find something interesting that you can focus your article around. 

